
 
 

Who Are the Filmmakers Celebrated in the 3x3 Section at TIFF.24 

Cluj-Napoca, May 9, 2025 – Essential works by three contemporary directors from 
Spain, Estonia, and Kazakhstan will be showcased at the 24th edition of the 
Transilvania International Film Festival (Cluj-Napoca, June 13–22, 2025). 
Rodrigo Cortés, Rainer Sarnet, and Adilkhan Yerzhanov will be honored in the 
festival’s 3x3 section. All three directors will attend TIFF to meet with the public. 

Tickets and passes for TIFF.24 are available online at tiff.eventbook.ro 

3x3: Rodrigo Cortés 

Rodrigo Cortés' filmmaking journey began in his teenage years when he borrowed a 
Super 8 camera from his uncle and started experimenting. After a series of award-
winning short films, he made his feature debut with The Contestant (2007), a dark 
comedy about a university professor who wins the lottery only to discover that, after 
taxes, he doesn’t have enough left to pay off his debts. The film will screen at TIFF.24 in 
the 3x3 section. 

At Cluj, film lovers will have the chance to explore the eclectic filmography of the 
Spanish director through titles such as Buried (2010), an intense, claustrophobic 
thriller about an American truck driver (played by Ryan Reynolds) who wakes up buried 
alive in a wooden coffin in the middle of Iraq with only a few objects by his side, and 
Escape (2024), his latest work, telling the story of a highly unusual character—a man 
willing to do anything to end up in prison. The film is produced by none other than 
Martin Scorsese, one of Cortés’ idols. 

Rodrigo Cortés' presence at TIFF is made possible with the support of the Embassy 
of Spain in Romania. 

3x3: Rainer Sarnet 

Known for his unique cinematic vision blending magical realism, Baltic folklore, and 
visual experimentation, Rainer Sarnet is one of the most intriguing voices in 
contemporary Eastern European cinema. As part of a broader focus on Estonia, TIFF.24 
dedicates an extensive 3x3 portrait to Sarnet, offering audiences a rare opportunity to 
explore the universe of a filmmaker who defies conventions and classical cinematic 
language. 

https://tiff.eventbook.ro/


 
 
The Idiot (2011) is a contemporary, personal reinterpretation of Dostoevsky’s famous 
novel. November (2017) leads viewers through the snow-covered forests of Estonia in 
a haunting fairy tale shot in hypnotic black-and-white. The Invisible Fight (2023) 
combines death metal and martial arts in a delightfully bizarre story about a border 
guard between the Soviet Union and China striving for enlightenment. 

Rainer Sarnet’s films at TIFF are part of the Focus Estonia program, supported by the 
Embassy of Estonia in Romania and the Estonian Film Institute. 

3x3: Adilkhan Yerzhanov 

Poetic, absurd, yet deeply rooted in the social realities of his homeland, Kazakh director 
Adilkhan Yerzhanov has created a compact body of work filled with cinephile 
references and homages. TIFF.24 will host a mini-retrospective featuring three of his 
most recent films. 

Moor (2024) is an urban drama with thriller elements and moments of visual poetry, 
following a nameless mercenary haunted—literally—by the ghosts of his victims as he 
tries to rescue his sister-in-law from a trafficking ring. Yellow Cat (2020), which 
premiered in Venice, is a tragicomic tale of a former convict obsessed with cinema who 
dreams of opening a movie theater in the mountains. Cadet (2024 – Berlinale Forum) 
takes a horror-tinged look at the toxic and violent world of a military academy rocked by 
a series of mysterious deaths. 

From Yerzhanov’s prolific filmography (17 films in 14 years), TIFF previously screened 
Steppenwolf (2024), and as a warm-up to the June retrospective, TIFF Cinematheque 
at Cinema Victoria in Cluj will show Herd Immunity (2021) at the end of May—a 
rural comedy and absurd take on corruption during the pandemic. 

The full program of TIFF.24 will be announced soon. 

*** 

You can follow TIFF on: 

tiff.ro | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube | TikTok 

*** 

The Transilvania International Film Festival is organized by the Romanian Film 
Promotion Association and the Transilvania Film Festival Association. 

http://tiff.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/TransilvaniaIFF
https://www.instagram.com/tiffromania/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TIFFteam
https://www.tiktok.com/@transilvania_iff


 
 
With the support of: Ministry of Culture, National Film Center, Cluj-Napoca City Hall and 
Local Council, Romanian Cultural Institute, Dacin Sara, UCIN, Department for Interethnic 
Relations – DRI, Florești Town Hall, Creative Europe – MEDIA 

Under the auspices of: UNESCO City of Film 

Presented by: Banca Transilvania 

Main Sponsors: Mastercard, Vodafone, LIDL, Ursus, Regina Maria, Audi & 
Autoworld, IQOS, MOL România, Tenaris Silcotub, JTI, Pepsi, DeLonghi, HelpNet, 
Voxa, Betfair Romania Development, McDonald’s, Foundever, Farmec, Jidvei, Aqua 
Carpatica, Domeniile Sâmburești, Radisson Blu, Caii de la Letea, Energobit, Iulius Mall, 
E-ON, Compania de Apă Someș, Conceptual Lab by Theo Nissim, Teilor, Casa de vinuri 
Cotnari, CSI, ECCO 

Official coffee: NESPRESSO 

Official beauty partner: Armani Beauty 

Official insurer: Groupama 

Clothing partner: Tudor Tailor 

Technology partner: Reea 

Hospitality partner: Eximtur 

Partners: Bolt, PMA, Promelek, Intend, Lecom, Luna Cleaning, Cărturești 

Main media partner: PRO TV 

Recommended by: Rock FM, Magic FM 

Monitoring partner: MediaTRUST 

*** 

For more information: 

Paul Petrache / paul.petrache@tiff.ro / +40 721 351 625 

 


