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Béla Tarr to Receive Lifetime Achievement Award at Transilvania IFF 24

Cluj-Napoca, May 27, 2025. Legendary filmmaker Béla Tarr, one of the most
important and influential auteurs in contemporary cinema, will be the guest of honor at
the 24th edition of the Transilvania International Film Festival, taking place
June 13—22, 2025, in Cluj-Napoca. Tarr will be presented with the festival’'s Lifetime
Achievement Award and will hold a special masterclass for young filmmakers and
festival audiences at Transilvania IFF 24.

Tickets and passes for Transilvania IFF 24 are available online at
tiff.eventbook.ro.

Béla Tarr began his career directing documentaries about ordinary working-class people
before making his feature debut at the age of 22 with Family Nest (1977), a film shot
in just six days with a cast of non-professional actors. His early work, marked by social
realism and political critique, includes The Outsider (1981), which tells the story of a
gifted violinist whose life spirals out of control, and The Prefab People (1982), which
won a Special Mention at the Locarno Film Festival. Critics have often compared Tarr’s
early films to the cinéma verité style of John Cassavetes — though Tarr himself claims
never to have seen Cassavetes’ work.

With Almanac of Fall (1984), Tarr began to define the unique aesthetic that would
become his trademark: long, stylized, poetic takes and a haunting atmosphere steeped

in existential dread. In 1988, he began his long-standing collaboration with writer
Laszlo Krasznahorkai on Damnation, the first of several screenplays they would
co-write. Their most iconic work, the 439-minute magnum opus Satantango (1994), is
widely considered one of the greatest achievements in world cinema. Hardcore
cinephiles attending the sixth edition of Transilvania IFF were treated to a rare 35mm
screening of the film. American author Susan Sontag once declared that Satantang6
was the film she would gladly watch once a year.

Werckmeister Harmonies (2000), co-directed by longtime editor Agnes
Hranitzky, is often hailed as one of the defining films of the 21st century and was
screened at the inaugural edition of Transilvania IFF in 2002. Tarr and Hranitzky would
go on to co-direct The Man from London (2007), starring Tilda Swinton and
premiered in competition at the Cannes Film Festival, and The Turin Horse (2011),
which received the Grand Jury Prize at the Berlin Film Festival. Writing in The
New York Times, critic A.O. Scott described The Turin Horse as “a rare example of
how a work that seems to deny pleasure can, through formal discipline, passionate
integrity, and harrowing dramatic power, produce a profoundly elevating experience.”
As Tarr announced from the start, The Turin Horse was to be his final film.

With the exception of Satantango, Transilvania IFF 24 will screen the complete
fiction filmography of Béla Tarr in special one-time-only screenings: Family Nest,
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The Outsider, The Prefab People, Almanac of Fall, Damnation, Werckmeister
Harmonies, The Man from London, and The Turin Horse.

Béla Tarr’s presence at Transilvania IFF 24 is made possible with the support of the
National Film Institute Hungary and the Liszt Institute — Hungarian Cultural
Centre Bucharest.

The full Transilvania IFF 24 program will be announced at the end of May. The first
events are already on sale at tiff.ro.
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The Transilvania International Film Festival is organized by the Romanian
Film Promotion Association and the Transilvania Film Festival Association.

With the support of:

The Ministry of Culture, The National Film Center (CNC), Cluj-Napoca City Hall and Local
Council, Romanian Cultural Institute, Dacin Sara, UCIN, Department for Interethnic Relations
(DRI), Floresti City Hall, Creative Europe — MEDIA

Under the auspices of: UNESCO City of Film
Presented by: Banca Transilvania

Sponsors:

Mastercard, Vodafone, LIDL Romania, Ursus, Regina Maria, Audi & Autoworld, 1QQOS,
MOL Romania, Tenaris Silcotub, JTI, Pepsi, DeLonghi, Nova Power & Gas, HelpNet,
Voxa, Betfair Romania Development, McDonald’s, Foundever, Transgaz, Farmec,
Energobit, Jidvei, Aqua Carpatica, Domeniile Simburesti, Radisson Blu, Caii de la
Letea, Rivus, E.ON, Compania de Apa Somes, Conceptual Lab by Theo Nissim, Teilor,
Cotnari Wine House, CSI, ECCO, Chio, MSG

Official coffee: NESPRESSO

Official beauty partner: Armani Beauty
Official insurer: Groupama

Official airline: Animawings
Wardrobe partner: Tudor Tailor
Technology partner: Reea

Hospitality partner: Eximtur

Partners: Lufthansa, Bolt, PMA, Promelek, Intend, Lecom, Luna Cleaning, Carturesti,
Trend PR
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Main media partner: PRO TV
Recommended by: Rock FM
Media monitoring partner: MediaTRUST

National media partners: Radio Romania Cultural, Observator Cultural, Libertatea,
Elle, Films in Frame, Revista FILM

Local media partners: Monitorul de Cluj, Ziua de Cluj, Radio Cluj, Kolozsvari Radi6
Romania, afaceri.news, Maszol, lulius Mall

International media partner: Screen Daily
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For more information:
Paul Petrache — paul.petrache@tiff.ro / +40 721 351 625



