
 
 

Hungarian Day at Transilvania IFF.24 

Cluj-Napoca, June 5, 2025. As every year, the Transilvania International Film Festival 
(June 13–22, 2025) brings to the forefront some of the most recent and relevant film 
productions from Hungary, showcased in a dedicated program. This year’s edition 
presents six unmissable films as part of Hungarian Day, with most screenings 
followed by Q&A sessions with members of the film crews. Additionally, legendary 
Hungarian filmmaker Béla Tarr will attend Transilvania IFF.24, where he will receive 
a Lifetime Achievement Award, and several of his most important films will be screened 
on the big screen. 

The full festival program is available at: tiff.ro/program 

In Growing Down (dir. Bálint Dániel Sós), a father faces a difficult moral choice: 
should he lie about a car accident caused by his 12-year-old son, or tell the truth and try 
to shield him from the consequences? Premiered at the Berlinale in the Perspectives 
section for debut films, this intense family drama explores guilt, loyalty, and personal 
responsibility. 

The Hungarian box office hit How Could I Live Without You (dir. Dénes Orosz) is a 
nostalgic exploration of love and friendship, showing how the past continues to shape 
the present in unexpected ways. After discovering a hidden bundle of letters in her 
parents' apartment, Lili finds herself immersed in a love story set in the summer of the 
1990s on the shores of Lake Balaton. 

Beyond Rock Bottom (dir. Ádám Miklós) is a gripping documentary following 
Boróka and Szilveszter, two young people undergoing profound personal transformation 
as they attempt to overcome addiction and trauma. At a Budapest rehab center run by 
former addicts turned mentors, traditional therapy is replaced with innovative practices 
— including rock climbing — offering participants a radically new path to healing. 

Lesson Learned, the feature film debut of director Bálint Szimler, awarded at 
Locarno, is a raw, realistic drama delving into the rigidities of the Hungarian education 
system. The story is told through the eyes of two outsiders: a 10-year-old boy recently 
returned from Germany and a young teacher determined to challenge the stifling rules 
of a deeply conformist school. 

Vulture’s Wake, the latest film by acclaimed director Szabolcs Hajdu, concludes his 
trilogy on family and friendship. The story revolves around the emotional reunion of 
three old friends brought together by the death of an acquaintance. A day filled with 
nostalgia, alcohol, and simmering tension unravels old rivalries, unresolved conflicts, 
and romantic complications. 

In A Hunt for Hedgehogs (dir. Mihály Schwechtje), a young classical music student 
named Bogi supports herself by babysitting for her cousin, whose marriage is on the 

https://tiff.ro/program


 
 
brink of collapse. On the day of her final exam, a sudden and serious incident involving 
one of the children turns her world upside down and plunges her into a spiral of anxiety 
and self-blame. 

Tickets for Transilvania IFF.24 are now available online at tiff.eventbook.ro 

Hungarian Day at Transilvania IFF.24 is made possible with the support of the 
National Film Institute Hungary, the Liszt Institute – Hungarian Cultural 
Center Bucharest, Filmtett, and Mol. 

*** 

Follow us on: 

tiff.ro | Facebook | Instagram | Youtube | TikTok 

 
*** 

The Transilvania International Film Festival is organized by the Romanian Film 
Promotion Association and the Transilvania Film Festival Association. 
 
With the support of: Ministry of Culture, National Film Center, Cluj-Napoca City Hall and 
Local Council, Romanian Cultural Institute, Dacin Sara, UCIN, Department for Interethnic 
Relations – DRI, Florești City Hall, Creative Europe – MEDIA 
 
Under the auspices of: UNESCO City of Film 
 
Presented by: Banca Transilvania 
 
Main sponsors: Mastercard, Vodafone, LIDL Romania, Ursus, Regina Maria, Audi & 
Autoworld, IQOS, MOL Romania, Tenaris Silcotub, JTI, Pepsi, DeLonghi, Nova Power & 
Gas, HelpNet, Voxa, Betfair Romania Development, McDonald's, Foundever, Transgaz, 
Farmec, Energobit, Jidvei, Aqua Carpatica, Domeniile Sâmburești, Radisson Blu, Caii de 
la Letea, Rivus, E.ON, Compania de Apă Someș, Conceptual Lab by Theo Nissim, Teilor, 
Cotnari Winery, CSI, ECCO, Chio, MSG 
 
Official coffee: NESPRESSO 
 
Official beauty partner: Armani Beauty 
 
Official insurer: Groupama 
 
Official airline partner: Animawings 
 
Wardrobe partner: Tudor Tailor 

https://tiff.eventbook.ro/
https://tiff.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/TransilvaniaIFF
https://www.instagram.com/tiffromania/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TIFFteam
https://www.tiktok.com/@transilvania_iff


 
 
 
Technology partner: Reea 
 
Hospitality partner: Eximtur 
 
Partners: Lufthansa, Bolt, PMA, Promelek, Intend, Lecom, Luna Cleaning, Cărturești, 
Trend PR 
 
Main media partner: PRO TV 
 
Recommended by: Rock FM 
 
Media monitoring partner: MediaTRUST 
 
National media partners: Radio România Cultural, Observator Cultural, Libertatea, 
Elle, Films in Frame, Revista FILM 
 
Local media partners: Monitorul de Cluj, Ziua de Cluj, Radio Cluj, Kolozsvári Rádió 
Románia, afaceri.news, Maszol, Iulius Mall 
 
International media partners: Screen Daily 
 
*** 

For more details: 

Paul Petrache / paul.petrache@tiff.ro / +40 721 351 625  
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